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The Business “Green Pledge”

Take this Green Pledge to make an impact in your business, in terms of profits, people and pollution.  This pledge asks you to do something simple:  think every day about your business and how you can improve efficiency and reduce your impact on the environment.  Essentially, it is a pledge to continually work to reduce your environmental footprint, improve the community around you, and at same time improve your bottom line.  By signing the Green Pledge you are making a commitment to yourself within the context of your own business and in your own way to do the following:

1) Recognize the environmental impacts of all phases of your business operations. 

· As an exercise, try mapping one of your products, services, or processes from concept to end-of-life cycle and identify the impact it makes.

2) When developing products, services and operational processes, include environmental considerations in your decision-making process.

· Consider appointing a person in your organization to present the most eco-friendly approach – even if it seems unrealistic.

3)  Reduce energy use at all levels of your operations, taking into account not only your location(s), but also the movement of your goods or processes around the world.

· Try to map your energy use to see if there are obvious places to start saving energy – and probably money. Your electricity provider can likely help.
4)  Reduce waste at all levels of your operations, taking into account not only your location(s), but also the movement of your goods or processes around the world.

· Figure out the top two or three things that generate waste (including water waste) in your operations and try to reduce them, even if only by a small percentage.

5)  If you have to produce waste, recycle or reuse what you produce, whenever possible.

· More and more processes for recycling are available every day, so keep looking for places that can reuse what you can’t. Your local recycling center can help.
6)  Inspire everyone in your company to take these steps.

· Challenge everyone on your team to help!  Hold meetings on being green, share literature, have a “green” idea board, post this pledge, and more!

7)  Encourage others to make this same pledge, from suppliers to customers to friends.

· Distribute this pledge or create your own to get others involved.
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Thank you for your commitment to the environment, to your company, to the   community, and to our partnership.

X:________________________________________________________

     Signature, Company Name, Date
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